
Northeast Regional States’ Responses to Animal Cruelty 

 

 

Maine   

 

 Enforced by Animal Welfare Agency within the state’s Department of Agriculture. 

 

 Animal Welfare develops and implements policies and programs to effectively 

address complaints of animal cruelty, to inspect and license animal shelters, pet 

stores, kennels, animal research facilities, and to enforce the licensing of dogs. There 

are over 550 of these facilities in the state and humane agents are working with these 

facilities to maintain compliance and prevent disease outbreaks. 

 

 Six humane agents work throughout the state (part of their duties are the inspection 

and compliance of animal facilities) and towns have local ACOs.  If animals are 

seized by the state and have been awarded to the Animal Welfare Program by the 

court, state personnel work with shelters and rescue partners to rehome the animals 

just like they would be if they were surrendered. 

 

 Training: Local ACOs are mandated to be certified within six months of hire and 

certification and ongoing trainings are provided by state Animal Welfare. 

 

 Funding: Dog licenses, facility licenses (includes animal shelters, pet stores, 

boarding kennels, breeding kennels, and research facilities in the state and Animal 

Welfare is responsible for the licensing and inspection of) and registration fees and 

surcharges on commercial feed and pet food. 

 

o The annual registration fee is $80 per product name for pet food and the total 

annual fee for a home-based manufacturer of pet food is $80. Half of the fees 

collected go into the General Fund and half of the fees collected go to the 

Animal Welfare Fund for cruelty response. 

 

o There is also a $20 surcharge for each product name registered. The first 

$100,000 collected through this surcharge goes to the Companion Animal 

Sterilization Fund. All receipts above $100,000 goes into the Animal Welfare 

Fund. 

 

 

  

 

 



New Hampshire 

 

 Complaints pertaining to the abuse of domestic animals are initially filed with the 

local law enforcement agency, animal control officer, state police, or sheriff which 

has jurisdiction over where the animal is located or kept. At the request of the local 

law enforcement agency, animal control officer, state police, or sheriff, the state 

veterinarian shall assist in a secondary capacity in enforcing the provisions of and 

investigating said complaints. 

 

 In responding to animal cruelty situations, non-profit shelters in the state handle most 

of the workload.  The following shelters have employed cruelty investigators, but 

others respond when necessary. 

 

o Animal Rescue League of NH, Bedford 

o Monadnock Humane Society, West Swanzey 

o NHSPCA, Stratham 

o Upper Valley Humane Society, Enfield 

  

 Each shelter has a service area for cruelty which is sometimes different from the 

service area for other shelter programs.  For example, the Animal Rescue League 

may travel four hours north to assist in a large hoarding case or feral cat colony if 

local shelters don’t have the resources to do so. 

 

 New Hampshire does not have a statewide tracking system – each shelter tends to 

keep track individually but they do communicate if someone has moved out of one 

area and into another. 

 

 In most situations, the investigator is able to convince the owner to surrender the 

animals so they don’t need to be held but in some cases, they get local PD involved 

so they can seize. 

 

 Funding:  No state-based or other dedicated funding source. In a few cases, shelters 

have received reimbursements from towns or from the defendant once he/she was 

convicted (in the case of a cruelty case that started with a seizure), but these are rare. 

 

 Training: No required or funded state-based training for ACOs. All training is 

privately sponsored and funded. 

 

 

 

 



Rhode Island 

  

 The law grants an agent of the Rhode Island SPCA the same authority as any police 

officer in the State of RI, but strictly limited to acts of animal cruelty throughout the 

State. 

 

 The RISPCA employs one full-time animal cruelty officer. However, the RISPCA 

does not necessarily handle every animal cruelty complaint in the State. 

 

 While they are the only organization in RI solely dedicated to this cause and the only 

humane organization in the State with law enforcement authority, police departments 

certainly can investigate their own animal cruelty complaints and some do. It usually 

depends where the complaint is initiated. 

 

 Upon receiving a complaint via telephone, email and through other agencies, the 

RISPCA investigator will respond, conduct a full investigation and ultimately 

determine if criminal charges are warranted.  If they are, the local police department 

in which the offense occurred in contacted and will charge the suspect through that 

respective department. 

 

 Funding:  Support for the sole animal cruelty investigator in the state is provided by 

the RISPCA.  They do not get state support to cover salary and other expenses. 

 

 Training: No state-required training requirements or financial support for training of 

local ACOs, police officers, or the RISPCA investigator. Some private grants are 

available to support training opportunities. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Massachusetts 

 

 For decades, the Massachusetts SPCA has been responsible for the enforcement of 

animal cruelty laws. It has a full-time Law Enforcement Department consisting of 

highly-trained and professional police officers. These officers attend a 20-24 week 

state-sponsored police training program, and are commissioned as special state 

police officers to investigate and enforce Massachusetts animal cruelty laws. Across 

the state these officers serve warrants, make arrests, and testify - all at no cost to 

taxpayers. 

 

 The law enforcement department works closely with MSPCA veterinarians and other 

personnel to provide necessary care to seized animals during sometimes lengthy 

court proceedings. 

 

 In addition to enforcing animal cruelty laws, MSPCA law enforcement officers have 

conducted inspections of state-licensed teaching and testing animal research 

facilities, pet shops, riding and boarding stables, boarding kennels, guard dog 

facilities and carriage horse operators. 

 

 The Animal Rescue League of Boston also operates as a full-time Humane Animal 

Law Enforcement Agency better equipped to handle wildlife issues than MSPCA . 

 

 In the past few years, however, MSPCA has scaled back its resources for 

enforcement, largely due to financial pressures. It has decided to push more and 

more cases back to local law enforcement and support them with training and 

assistance. 

 

 Funding: Enforcement and investigations are provided by MSPCA and ARL of 

Boston through private donations and grants. Localities may collect licensing fees to 

support local ACOs. Due to funding constraints, more enforcement actions will be 

required of state and local law enforcement and ACOs. 

 

 Training: MSPCA officers are commissioned by the State Police in Massachusetts as 

special state police and receive training. But there is no required training or financial 

support from the state for ACOs and other state and local officials, those who will 

have to increase their involvement as the role of MSPCA is reduced. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Connecticut 

 

 The Connecticut Department of Agriculture's Animal Control Division is responsible 

for the investigation of property damage, injury and nuisance caused by dogs. 

 

 The Division is charged with the enforcement of laws pertaining to the licensing and 

control of dogs, the licensing and inspection of pet facilities and rabies control. 

 

 In addition, the Division is the only law enforcement entity that investigates and 

makes arrests in association with complaints of animal cruelty. 

 

 The Division also operates a large animal rehabilitation center which holds and 

rehabilitates evidence animals in on-going cruelty prosecutions. 

 

 It also supports and educates the public and local or municipal animal control 

officials in enforcement of Connecticut dog law and behavior. 

 

 Funding: Program funding comes from an annual surcharge on Connecticut dog 

licenses ($2 sterilized/$6 unsterilized), the $45 adoption fee, and proceeds from the 

sale of "Caring for Pets" commemorative license plates and donations. 

 

 Training: Employees of the Animal Control Division receive training from the state 

regarding their job duties to inspect and investigate potential animal cruelty 

incidents. All other training for local ACOs or employess and at shelters and rescues 

that may be involved in response efforts are funded through private sources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Delaware 

 

 Animal control and cruelty enforcement services in Delaware are currently in a state 

of flux, and may present a good model for Vermont. 

 

 Prior to 2010, the responsibility of dog control enforcement fell to the Department of 

Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC) and was a state-wide, state-

funded function. 

 

 DNREC contracted with local non-profit organizations to provide comprehensive 

animal control, including services for stray cats, nuisance wildlife, and stray 

livestock, and these services were in addition to animal cruelty enforcement the 

agencies were providing to the state at no cost. 

 

 In 2010,after a transitional phase, DNREC turned over dog control to each county. 

 

 Since this transition, the public has experienced service erosion and fragmentation at 

an increased cost, resulting in frustration and dissatisfaction. 

 

 Per the recommendations of the 146
th
 General Assembly Animal Welfare Task 

Force, and as required by the 2014 state appropriations epilogue, the newly formed 

Division of Public Health’s Office of Animal Welfare analyzed cost and capacity 

issues associated with animal control and made recommendations. 

 

 The plan includes the following components: 

1. Creation of Delaware Animal Services, a centralized animal control enforcement 

division within the Division of Public Health to carry out appropriate animal-

related duties 

2. Animal care and control enforcement services should be provided by certified 

officers and the cost for enforcement should be shared between the counties and 

the State. 

3. Animal care and sheltering needs associated with the enforcement of Delaware 

animal care and control laws should be obtained, through contract, from local 

non-profit agencies with expertise in animal sheltering and care. 

 

Funding: The plan calls for a cost-neutral budget that shares costs between localities and 

the state. It calls for consolidation of licensing services into a statewide, consistent 

service and identification of efficiencies and reduction of barriers to increase 

compliance in dog licensing, which currently makes up only 10 percent of revenue. 

 



Training: Calls for the newly established state agency to ensure all officers are 

adequately trained and certified according to state law, maintain a state animal tracking 

database, and be a primary resource for educational programs, public meetings, and 

events.  

 
 
 
 


