
Very impressive and well-written report. Thank you Joanne for 
forwarding to me again. Deb, can you hear my applause?   
 
I've added a few my thoughts, all of which I realize would require 
approval by all voting members of the Task Force.  
 
General comment: How I wish I had time to re-read all the 
minutes to find this info. but I recall we talked about the role 
veterinarians may have in cruelty investigation, liability concerns 
around that, and their responsibility to report cruelty as part of 
their oath. That might fall under protocols, and if I missed this in 
reading this draft of the report, my sincere apologies.  
 
Other thoughts by section are noted in red:   
 
Uniform Operating Protocols 
The Task Force determined that the states with the most effective response programs were those 

that centralized the function of animal cruelty response within a state agency and committed 

dedicated funding to the program. In Vermont, an animal cruelty case might be handled by any 

number of different authorities (select board members, animal control officers, public health 

officers, constables, animal shelter staff, or local, regional or state law enforcement officers), 

depending on what resources are available to that municipality, and in some instances, even 

internal municipal politics affect outcomes.  And the response protocols that those agencies 

employ vary as greatly as the agencies themselves.   

 
Training 
As defined in the animal cruelty statute, humane officers include not only law enforcement officers, 

but also humane society officers or agents, municipal animal control officers, and local board of 

health officers or agents. While law enforcement officers have significant training in criminal 

procedure, there is no mandate that humane officers without police powers receive any kind of 

training in order to perform their jobs as investigators. In Burlington for example, 

Community Service Police are not police officers and act as support to police officers, 

handling a variety of tasks including animal control.  

 
This added statement might also or instead appear under  
A.   MUNICIPAL ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICERS 



        Response Protocols 
 

 
A.     Funding Recommendations 

The task force understands that funding is a challenging issue. As such, the committee accepted and 

included all suggestions for potential sources of funding, with the understanding that some may not 

be feasible. 
The following sources of funding were discussed: 

o   Check off box on state income tax return form(s) 

 
Elise B. Eaton  
"Until he extends the circle of his compassion to all living things, man will not himself 
find peace." 
  -- Albert Schweitzer 
 
 

 


