
State Which agency or authority enforces the 

animal cruelty statute? 

How is the system set up?  What is the 

process? 

How is the system funded?   

Alabama 3-1-13. Right of officers, etc., of humane 

societies to take charge of and care for 

neglected or abused animals; written notice to 

owner from whom animal taken; lien for 

expenses for care and keeping of animal  

 

Any duly authorized officer or employee of a 

recognized humane society shall have the right 

to take charge of any animal which is sick or 

disabled due to neglect or is being cruelly 

treated or abused and to provide care for such 

animal until it is deemed to be in suitable 

condition to be returned to its owner or to the 

person from whose custody such animal was 

taken. The officer so taking such animal shall 

at the time of taking the animal give written 

notice to the owner or person from whose 

custody it was taken. The necessary expenses 

incurred for the care and keeping of the animal 

after such notice by the humane society shall 

be a lien thereon and, if the animal is not 

reclaimed within 10 days from the giving of 

such notice, the humane society may sell the 

animal to satisfy such lien. If the humane 

society determines that the animal cannot be 

sold, it may cause the animal to be otherwise 

disposed of.  

 

 

 

The system is set up through local law 

enforcement agencies.  

 

Alabama Code Section 3-1-16 

 

Employment by County Commissions of 

persons to enforce laws for prevention of 

cruelty to animals, compensation. Oath and 

powers of same 

 

For example the Animal Control Center for 

Calhoun County in Alabama assists local law 

enforcement and the health department in 

local animal cases. They are able to charge a 

fine to owners in order for the owner to have 

their pet returned to them. 

 

http://www.calhouncounty.org/animal/service

s.html 

 

3-1-16. Employment by county 

commissions of persons to enforce laws 

for prevention of cruelty to animals; 

compensation, oath and powers of same  

 

The county commissions of the 

respective counties of this state may 

employ a suitable person or persons who 

shall be charged specially with the duty 

of enforcing all laws for the prevention 

of cruelty to animals, and to fix the 

compensation of such officer or officers, 

which shall be paid in the same manner 

as other salaries of county employees are 

paid, and such officer or officers, upon 

taking the oath as required to be taken by 

deputy sheriffs, shall be vested with all 

powers now vested by law in deputy 

sheriffs. 

Alaska An animal control agency, organization, the 

Department of Environmental Conservation, 

or a state trope, member of municipal police 

force, village public safety officer, or a 

regional public safety officer have the 

enforcement power.  Alaska Stat.  § 

03.55.110(a).   

An officer who has received a complaint of 

animal cruelty may apply for a search 

warrant. Alaska Stat. § 03.55.110(b) Before 

an animal may be seized, the animal must be 

inspected by a vet. Id., (c).   

The court can order an abuser to 

reimburse the state or custodian for all 

reasonable costs incurred in providing 

necessary care for the animals. Alaska 

Stat.  § 11.61.140.   

Arkansas Police Officers and agents appointed by 

presidents of incorporated societies for 

Police Officers and members of animal 

welfare organizations may interfere in active 

Funds for municipal shelters from the 

sale of the special Animal Rescue and 

http://www.calhouncounty.org/animal/services.html
http://www.calhouncounty.org/animal/services.html


preventing animal abuse may make arrest abuse Shelter License; some cities require 

payment to remove pets from impound 

and licensing 

Arizona Each Municipality and County shall designate 

once animal control officer to be deputized. 

Tips are given to law enforcement about 

potential instances of abuse and then those are 

investigated 

 

Arizona has an “Emergency Animal Medical 

Technician” Program. The EAMT aids law 

enforcement in building cases of animal 

cruelty and act as expert witness during trial.  

Appears to be funded through their 

police department. 

 

EAMT program is funded through the 

Arizona Humane Society. The training is 

not covered and costs applicants $500 to 

attend. 

 

Offenders only pay restitution if they are 

convicted. The animal shelter bares the 

cost if the defendant is found not guilty 

California Humane Officers. Must be employed by either 

the SPCA or a humane society. 

 

Animal Control Officers  

 

Peace Officers 

City or county governments employ the 

Humane Officers. Their position is often 

located within a police department. They 

respond to calls, investigate situations of 

potential neglect, collect evidence, and make 

arrests, aid in dangerous animal situations, 

and many more.  

 

Humane Officers must attend the Basic 

Animal Law Enforcement Training Academy 

and also law enforcement training for making 

arrests. 

 

California is seeking to push legislation that 

would require convicted offenders of animal 

cruelty to register for an online database.  

The Humane Society funds the position. 

The initial training can either be covered 

by the humane society that sponsors the 

candidate or is self-funded.  

 

Offenders must pay for the care of the 

animal. (This is considered an additional 

penalty) 

Colorado Colorado Bureau of Animal Protection. (This 

is located within the Colorado Department of 

Agriculture) 

 

Local Law Enforcement 

 

Some larger jurisdictions may have Animal 

Care and Control officers. 

Humane Societies, The Bureau of Animal 

Protection, or local law enforcement receives 

tips on possible animal abuse. BAP and/or 

law enforcement then begin to conduct an 

investigation. 

Department of Agriculture Funds. 

 

Law Enforcement Funds 

 

Offenders of Animal Cruelty must pay 

for the care of their animal when it is not 

in their care. 

Delaware  The first person to address a complaint is the 

Animal Control Officer in the town/county.  

Though there seems to be overlapping control 

When a call comes in, the animal control 

officer or agent goes out and pursues the 

problem.   

Required by law to have animal control, 

but no funding mechanism.   



between the humane handling and care of 

animals law and the animal cruelty law.   

Florida 828.03. Agents of counties, societies, etc., may 

prosecute violators  

 

(1) Any county or any society or association 

for the prevention of cruelty to children or 

animals, organized under the laws of this state, 

may appoint agents for the purpose of 

investigating violations of any of the 

provisions of this chapter or any other law of 

the state for the purpose of protecting children 

and animals or preventing any act of cruelty 

thereto.  

 

(2) All appointments of such agents by such 

societies or corporations must have the 

approval of the mayor of the city in which the 

society or association exists, and if the society 

or association exists or works outside of any 

city, the appointment must be approved by the 

county court judge or the judge of the circuit 

court for the county, and the mayor or judge 

shall keep a record of such appointment. The 

approval of the appointment of any agent by a 

county for either the incorporated or 

unincorporated areas of such county shall be 

by the county commission. 

For example:  

The City of Deland has its own Special 

Operations Division whose mission is to 

provide Animal Control Services to the public 

in the most effective, and courteous means 

possible. We will provide professional, pro-

active enforcement of the City of DeLand 

Animal Control Ordinances and the State 

Statutes pertaining to animals. We will 

provide responsible pet ownership by 

individual contact. 

 

The City of Deland has one full-time animal 

control officer, Gary Thomas, who has many 

years of experience in the Animal Control 

Field. Animal Control Officers must complete 

a 40-hour certification course before 

becoming an Animal Control Officer. They 

must complete a minimum of four hours of 

refresher training per year to remain certified. 

 

http://www.deland.org/pages/delandfl_police/

Special 

 

So it seems that the local law enforcement 

appoints an officer who is subject to specific 

certification who then is in charge of 

enforcing the local ordinances and state laws.  

They are paid by the local law enforcement 

and their classes are paid by the fines they 

collect from violators.  

828.27. Local animal control or cruelty 

ordinances; penalty 

(4)(a)1. County-employed animal control 

officers shall, and municipally employed 

animal control officers may, successfully 

complete a 40-hour minimum standards 

training course. Such course shall 

include, but is not limited to, training for: 

animal cruelty investigations, search and 

seizure, animal handling, courtroom 

demeanor, and civil citations. The course 

curriculum must be approved by the 

Florida animal Control Association. An 

animal control officer who successfully 

completes such course shall be issued a 

certificate indicating that he or she has 

received a passing grade.  

 

3. In order to maintain valid certification, 

every 2 years each certified county-

employed animal control officer shall 

complete 4 hours of postcertification 

continuing education training. Such 

training may include, but is not limited 

to, training for: animal cruelty 

investigations, search and seizure, animal 

handling, courtroom demeanor, and civil 

citations.  

 

(b) The governing body of a county or 

municipality may impose and collect a 

surcharge of up to $5 upon each civil 

penalty imposed for violation of an 

ordinance relating to animal control or 

cruelty. The proceeds from such 

surcharges shall be used to pay the costs 

of training for animal control officers. 

Georgia § 4-11-9.2. Inspection warrants; impounding 

of animals 

For example the Gwinnett County police 

department works with an animal shelter in 

According to Gwinnett County’s Animal 

Shelter Annual Shelter Report the shelter 

http://www.deland.org/pages/delandfl_police/Special
http://www.deland.org/pages/delandfl_police/Special


 

(b) Any sheriff, deputy sheriff, or other peace 

officer shall have the authority to enforce the 

provisions of this article and Code Sections 

 

the county who helps local law enforcement 

with animal cruelty complaints.  

 

https://www.gwinnettcounty.com/portal/gwin

nett/Departments/Police/AnimalWelfareandE

nforcementNew 

 

made $87,000 in the year 2013.  

 

https://www.gwinnettcounty.com/portal/

gwinnett/Departments/Police/AnimalWel

fareandEnforcementNew/AnnualShelter

Report 

 

 

4-11-9.6 Disposal of impounded animal.  

 

(a) The government agency having 

custody of an animal impounded 

pursuant to this article which is not 

returned to the owner as provided in 

Code Sections 4-11-9.3 and 4-11-9.5 

may dispose of the animal through sale 

by any commercially feasible means, at a 

public auction or by sealed bids, or, if in 

the opinion of a licensed accredited 

veterinarian or a veterinarian employed 

by a state or federal government and 

approved by the Commissioner such 

animal has a temperament or condition 

such that euthanasia is the only 

reasonable course of action, by humanely 

disposing of the animal.  

 

 (b) Any proceeds from the sale of such 

animal shall be used first to pay the costs 

associated with the impoundment, 

including, but not limited to, removal of 

the animal from the premises, shelter and 

care of the animal, notice, hearing, and 

disposition of the animal. Any funds 

remaining shall:  

 (1) If the owner is unknown or cannot be 

found, be paid into the state treasury if 

the animal was impounded by the 

Commissioner or his or her designated 

agent or into the treasury of the local 

government if the animal was impounded 

https://www.gwinnettcounty.com/portal/gwinnett/Departments/Police/AnimalWelfareandEnforcementNew
https://www.gwinnettcounty.com/portal/gwinnett/Departments/Police/AnimalWelfareandEnforcementNew
https://www.gwinnettcounty.com/portal/gwinnett/Departments/Police/AnimalWelfareandEnforcementNew
https://www.gwinnettcounty.com/portal/gwinnett/Departments/Police/AnimalWelfareandEnforcementNew/AnnualShelterReport
https://www.gwinnettcounty.com/portal/gwinnett/Departments/Police/AnimalWelfareandEnforcementNew/AnnualShelterReport
https://www.gwinnettcounty.com/portal/gwinnett/Departments/Police/AnimalWelfareandEnforcementNew/AnnualShelterReport
https://www.gwinnettcounty.com/portal/gwinnett/Departments/Police/AnimalWelfareandEnforcementNew/AnnualShelterReport


by the sheriff, a deputy sheriff, another 

law enforcement officer, or an animal 

control officer; or  

 (2) If the owner is known, be paid to the 

owner.  

 

 (c) The government agency responsible 

for conducting the sale shall keep a 

record of all sales, disbursements, and 

distributions made under this article. 

Hawaii  The Hawaiian Humane Society “investigates 

all tips of potential cruelty and abuse.” 

Investigations, Rescues & Laws, HAWAIIAN 

HUMANE SOC’Y, 

http://www.hawaiianhumane.org/Investigation

s-And-Rescues.html (last visited Feb. 8, 2015). 

Aside from the police department, the 

Hawaiian Humane Society is the only 

authority that can rescue animals and 

investigate the potential cruelty. Id. The 

humane investigators for the Hawaiian 

Humane Society do not have arrest powers but 

they can investigate reported crimes. Tiffany 

Hill, The Hawaiian Humane Society 

Investigator, HONOLULU MAG. (Aug. 2010), 

http://www.honolulumagazine.com/core/paget

ools.php?pageid=7808&url=%2FHonolulu-

Magazine%2FAugust-2010%2FThe-

Hawaiian-Humane-Society-

Investigator%2F&mode=print.  

When a call or complaint comes into the 

Humane Society then the officers go to the 

site to check out the situation. Tiffany Hill, 

The Hawaiian Humane Society Investigator, 

HONOLULU MAG. (Aug. 2010), 

http://www.honolulumagazine.com/core/paget

ools.php?pageid=7808&url=%2FHonolulu-

Magazine%2FAugust-2010%2FThe-

Hawaiian-Humane-Society-

Investigator%2F&mode=print. If the situation 

looks bad or like the animal is being abused 

or is subject to cruelty under Hawaii’s 

definition then an investigation is opened. Id. 

Then any violators are either prosecuted by 

the state or fined.  Investigations, Rescues & 

Laws, HAWAIIAN HUMANE SOCIETY, 

http://www.hawaiianhumane.org/Investigatio

ns-And-Rescues.html (last visited Feb. 8, 

2015). 

The Hawaiian Human Society is an 

independent nonprofit organization and 

relies on donations to run the society’s 

“30 programs and services.” HAWAIIAN 

HUMANE SOC’Y: ANN. REP. JULY 1, 

2012–JUNE 30, 2013 (2013), available at 

http://issuu.com/hawaiianhumane/docs/a

nnualreport2013. 

Idaho No statewide agency. 

 

Local Law Enforcement, Peace Officers, or 

Animal Control 

Nonprofits such as The Humane Society of 

Idaho can have their officers deputized by 

Ada County law enforcement. Some law 

enforcement stations may have Animal 

Services departments within them.  

Nonprofits are funded through 

donations/grants.  

 

It appears that local law enforcement 

with animal service teams within them, 

are funded positions. 

 

Offenders must pay costs of upkeep. 

Illinois Illinois has the Animal Control Act, 510 Ill. 

Comp. Stat. Ann.  Animal welfare is 

controlled by the Department of Agriculture 

Upon hearing of a complaint, an investigator, 

law enforcement official, or approved humane 

investigator may enter into any premise where 

All registration fees shall be collected 

and sent to the County Treasurer who 

shall will place the money in the Animal 



Board of Animal Welfare.  This act mandates 

that each county will have a “Board” who will 

provide the “necessary personnel, training, 

equipment, supplies and facilities.” Id., at 5/3.  

The Board also may contract with others to 

establish a program. Id.  This Board may 

determine the extent of the police powers of 

the Animal control Wardens. Id., at 5/5 (b).   

 

the animals are mistreated. 510 Ill. Comp. 

Stat. 70/10.   If the investigatin reveals that 

there has been a violation, the investigator 

shall give the violator a notice of violation 

and state what is necessary for compliance. 

Id., at 70/11.  If the violator fails to take 

corrective action, then the Department may 

request impoundment which will follow a 

notice of impoundment. Id., at 70/11, 12).   

Control Fund.  This fund will be put in 

place to pay the cost of the Animal 

Control Program. 510 Ill. Comp. Ann 5/7 

§ 7.    

Indiana A humane office is appointed from every city 

from among the members of the police 

department.  He is entitled to the same pay as 

other police officers of the city and is subject 

to the control and discipline of the police 

department.  If there is no incorporated 

humane society in the city, the humane officer 

shall attend stated and special meetings of the 

society. Ind. Code Ann. 36-8-3-18.  The 

regulation of animal abuse is not limited to 

state laws, but counties may regulate animals.  

The animal shelters and control agencies are 

local insitutions usually overseen by city or 

county government or nonprofit organization, 

IN.gov, 

http://iot.custhelp.com/app/answers/detail/a_id

/896 (last visited Feb. 8, 2015).   

A law enforcement officer or other person 

having authority to impound animals may do 

so with probable cause.    If there is an 

investigation, the state’s vet will investigate 

the animal and then make an recommendation 

to the court.  Ind. Code. Ann. § 35-46-3-6 

(West).   

If the owner of the impounded animal is 

convicted of an offense, the owner shall 

reimburse the animal shelter for the 

expense of the animal’s care and 

expenses. Ind. Code Ann. § 35-46-3-6 

(West).   

Iowa Iowa allows the law enforcement officer, who 

has cause to believe that an animal is 

threatened and has consulted with a vet, may 

rescue the animal.  The officer must obtain a 

search warrant first. Iowa Code Ann. § 717B.5 

(West).   

If an animal is rescued, the local authority 

shall provide for the maintenance of the 

animal or contract with an animal care 

provider.  The local authority shall provide 

the responsible party with notice of rescue.  

Iowa Code Ann. § 717B.5(2).   

The local authority shall pay the animal 

care provider for the animal’s 

maintenance regardless of proceeds 

received from the disposition of the 

animal or any reimbursement ordered by 

a court.  Iowa Code Ann. §717B.5(4).   

Kansas Any public health officer, law enforcement 

officer, licensed veterinarian or officer or 

agent of any incorporated humane society, 

animal shelter or other appropriate facility 

Impound, owner notification; shelter may 

euthanize or sell after 20 days with court 

approval 

Convicted owner pays for costs 

Kentucky Each governing body in each Kentucky 

country shall employ an animal control officer 

or contract with an entity that employs animal 

Animal cruelty is reported to either the animal 

control officer or the sheriff. How to Report 

Animal Cruelty, KENTUCKY ANIMAL 

The “Animal Control and Care Fund” is 

created as a special fund in the State 

Treasury.  The fund may receive gifts, 

http://iot.custhelp.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/896
http://iot.custhelp.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/896


control officers.  Ky. Rev. Stat. § 258.195.  

Each county shall establish a shelter, may 

enter into an agreement with other counties to 

have a, regional shelter, or they may contract 

with other entities to have a shelter. Id., at (1).  

Cities may do the same as counties to enforce 

city ordinances. Id., at (2).  Animal control 

officers have the authority to issue citations or 

local notices of enforcement. Id., at (3).  

Kentucky has an “Animal Control Advisory 

Board” which is created to evaluate 

application and disbursement of animal control 

and care fund and create training programs. 

Id., at § 258.117.   

 

WELFARE ALLIANCE 

http://kyawa.org/laws.html (last visited Feb. 

8, 2015).  Then, the animal control officer 

normally contacts the county-judge executive. 

Id.   

grants, state appropriations. Ky. Rev. 

Stat. § 258.119(1).  The money is used 

for board expenses, for the creation and 

support of statewide programs, and 

training of animal control officers.  Id., at 

(2).  A county may submit plans to 

establish an animal control and care 

program for approval by the Animal 

Control Advisory Board. Id., at (4).   

Louisiana §2391. Agents of corporation as special police 

officers; compensation; aid from regular police 

force: 

 

Whenever, in any incorporated city or town or 

in any parish, a corporation for the prevention 

of cruelty to animals shall be organized, the 

mayor of the city or town and the police jury 

of the parish, respectively, as the case may be, 

shall appoint and commission as special police 

officers such agents as the corporation for the 

prevention of cruelty to animals may 

nominate; and agents being so commissioned 

shall have the usual power of policemen and 

peace officers 

For example: 

 

Act 656 of the 2001 Louisiana Legislative 

Session created the LAWC.  Members of the 

LAWC (Louisiana Animal Welfare 

Commission) serve four year terms and do not 

receive any compensation or reimbursement 

of expenses.  The LAWC meets quarterly in 

Baton Rouge. 

 

The LAWC was created for the purpose of 

assisting the state of Louisiana to ensure and 

promote the proper treatment and well-being 

of animals. 

 

http://www.lawc.la.gov/about 

 

They are funded: 

 

The LAWC depends on friendly donations. 

We get no funding from state government. 

 

The LAWC receives taxpayer donations every 

year through the designated fund, the 

Louisiana Animal Welfare Fund (LAWF). 

Louisiana residents are encouraged to support 

§2391. Agents of corporation as special 

police officers; compensation; aid from 

regular police force: 

 

No city, town, or parish shall be liable 

hereunder for any compensation to the 

special officers, and the police force of 

all incorporated cities and towns in the 

state shall aid any such corporation, its 

members or agents, in the enforcement in 

its respective locality of all laws enacted 

for the protection of animals. 

 

 

§ 2393. Corporation to receive one half 

of fines 

Whenever a fine is imposed on any 

person as a penalty for violation of any 

law of this state or municipal ordinance 

respecting cruelty to animals, and the 

prosecution shall have been initiated, 

conducted, assisted, or appeared in by 

any officer, member, agent, or counsel of 

any society for the prevention of cruelty 

to animals in the parish where the offense 

is committed, incorporated under the 

http://kyawa.org/laws.html
http://www.lawc.la.gov/about


the LAWC with a financial contribution by 

"checking-off" the box for the LAWF on the 

Louisiana State Income Tax Form. Donations 

are also accepted in the form of check and can 

be mailed 

general law of this state, one half of the 

fine shall be paid to the society and the 

receipt of its treasury shall be a full 

acquittance to the officer collecting the 

fine. 

Maine This is governed by the Department of 

Agriculture.  They have the Animal Welfare 

Program.  Six humane agents work throughout 

the state and the towns have local animal 

control officers.  Their purpose is to develop 

and implement policies and programs to 

address complaints of animal abuse.   

If an animal is seized by the state and have 

been awarded to the Animal Welfare Program 

by court, state personnel work with shelters 

and rescue partners to rehome the animals.  

Animal care officers are mandated to be 

certified within six months and there are 

ongoing trainings.   

A majority of the funding for the 

Program comes from dog licensing and 

pet food surcharges.   

Maryland An officer of a humane society has the 

authority to arrest a person who is abusing an 

animal.  Maryland Stat. § 10-609(a).   A police 

officer or agent of the humane society may 

seize an animal after it has been looked at by a 

vet.  Id., at  615(b)(1) 

When responding to a complaint, the a 

county, city or humane agent may inspect the 

animal.   

 

In Baltimore County, they have an animal 

abuse unit, which has tried to step up efforts 

to investigate and prosecute crimes against 

animals.  The county was concerned about no 

coordination between animal control and 

police.  They had a conference to help police 

and prosecutors learn best practices to 

prosecute animal abuse crimes.  The county 

has prosecuted double the animal cases in 

2013.  http://articles.baltimoresun.com/2014-

01-26/news/bs-md-co-animal-unit-

20140126_1_animal-abuse-animal-crimes-

animal-control.   

There is no information in the laws about 

funding.   

Massachusetts The MSPCA or the police officers have the 

authority to enforce the cruelty laws.  The 

police officers attend a 20-24 week state 

sponsored police training program and are 

commissioned to investigate and enforce 

Massachusetts animal cruelty laws.   

When responding to cruelty complaints, the 

officers educate the offenders before filing for 

prosecution.  The law enforcement work 

closely with vets and other personnel to 

provide care to the seized animals.   

No information on funding.   

Michigan Different areas of Michigan investigate 

complaints using different agencies and 

authorities to enforce animal cruelty laws. For 

example, from Detroit to Hamtramck and 

Highland Park the Michigan Humane Society 

investigates calls for suspected cruelty. MHS 

To report cruelty in cities covered by the 

Humane Society, anonymous tips can be 

called into the Cruelty Hotline. They 

investigate and determine if there is in fact 

abuse going on. They can charge people under 

Michigan cruelty statutes or people can 

The Michigan Humane Society does not 

receive any government funding and is 

not affiliated with national humane 

organizations no local/regional human 

societies. About Us, MICH. HUMANE 

SOC’Y, 

http://articles.baltimoresun.com/2014-01-26/news/bs-md-co-animal-unit-20140126_1_animal-abuse-animal-crimes-animal-control
http://articles.baltimoresun.com/2014-01-26/news/bs-md-co-animal-unit-20140126_1_animal-abuse-animal-crimes-animal-control
http://articles.baltimoresun.com/2014-01-26/news/bs-md-co-animal-unit-20140126_1_animal-abuse-animal-crimes-animal-control
http://articles.baltimoresun.com/2014-01-26/news/bs-md-co-animal-unit-20140126_1_animal-abuse-animal-crimes-animal-control


Cruelty Investigation, MICH. HUMANE SOC’Y, 

http://support.michiganhumane.org/site/PageS

erver?pagename=cruelty#.VNZa1J3F-xU (last 

visited Feb. 7, 2015). However, in other parts 

of the state local animal control and police 

departments have the authority to enforce the 

cruelty laws. Id. 

voluntarily surrender their dogs. The deputies 

have this same authority. MHS Cruelty 

Investigation, MICH. HUMANE SOC’Y, 

http://support.michiganhumane.org/site/PageS

erver?pagename=cruelty#.VNZa1J3F-xU (last 

visited Feb. 7, 2015). 

http://support.michiganhumane.org/site/P

ageServer?pagename=aboutUs#.VNZjK_

nF-xU (last visited Feb. 7, 2015). The 

Human Society depends on individual 

and corporate donations. Id. When the 

local police department and/or animal 

control departments then funds come 

from county/city/town budgets the same 

way police departments are traditionally 

funded. 

Minnesota The federation and society is governed by a 

board of directors.  A county society foor the 

prevention of cruelty of animals may be 

formed in any county and a district society for 

the prevention of cruelty to animals may be 

formed for multiple counties.   These societies 

must be formed as corporations. Minn. Stat. 

Ann. § 343.10.  After application of any agent 

appointed by the federation or county or 

districit society, it is the duty of the sheriff or 

police officer to investigate any violation. Id., 

at § 343.12.   

A state federation of county and district 

societies of cruelty to animals may be created 

under a corporation.  The federation may 

appoint representatives in any county where 

no active county exists in order to receive 

more funds.  The federation and all county 

and district societies may appoint agents for 

the purpose of investigating.  Appointed 

agents must have training and experience.   

Minn. Stat. Ann. § 343.01 (West).   The 

federation’s purpose is to assist in the 

enforcement of the laws, to assist in the 

organization of the district and county 

societies, to aid societies and agents in the 

enforcement of laws for prevention of 

wrongs. Id., at § 343.06.    

The expenses of the investigation, 

including the fee of the vet, the expenses 

of keeping or disposing of any animal 

taken into custody, or all other 

reasonable expenses to the investigation 

shall be paid by the county treasurer from 

the general fund of the county.  If the 

alleged violator is found guilty, the 

county can have the violator pay for the 

expenses.  Minn. Stat. Ann § 343.23 

(West).   

Mississippi § 97-41-2. Seizure of mistreated animal 

 (1) All courts in the State of Mississippi may 

order the seizure of an animal by a law 

enforcement agency, for its care and protection 

upon a finding of probable cause to believe 

said animal is being cruelly treated, neglected 

or abandoned. Such probable cause may be 

established upon sworn testimony of any 

person who has witnessed the condition of said 

animal. The court may appoint an animal 

control agency, agent of an animal shelter 

organization, veterinarian or other person as 

temporary custodian for the said animal, 

pending final disposition of the animal 

pursuant to this section. Such temporary 

For example George County Sheriff’s 

Department issued a press release stating they 

will be strictly enforcing the states animal 

cruelty laws and fining violators in order to 

deter such actions.  

 

http://georgecountymssheriff.com/press_view.

php?id=105&PHPSESSID=0006bd1d268fc7d

8b67b76b55cd43088 

 

Another organization is the Mississippi 

Animal rescue league. MARL fights animal 

abuse through cruelty investigation and 

removing animals from abusive 

environments. Many of these animals are 

Example used in previous column: 

 

The Mississippi Animal Rescue League, 

MARL, is a private 501(c)3 nonprofit 

corporation dedicated to the prevention 

of cruelty to animals.  Chartered in 1969, 

we are the largest full service animal 

welfare organization in Central 

Mississippi providing care and basic 

medical services for thousands of 

homeless and unwanted animals each 

year. We do not receive any general 

operating funds from any state or federal 

agency. They accept donations and 

collect payment from its services such as 

http://georgecountymssheriff.com/press_view.php?id=105&PHPSESSID=0006bd1d268fc7d8b67b76b55cd43088
http://georgecountymssheriff.com/press_view.php?id=105&PHPSESSID=0006bd1d268fc7d8b67b76b55cd43088
http://georgecountymssheriff.com/press_view.php?id=105&PHPSESSID=0006bd1d268fc7d8b67b76b55cd43088


custodian shall directly contract and be 

responsible for any care rendered to such 

animal, and may make arrangements for such 

care as may be necessary. Upon seizure of an 

animal, the law enforcement agency 

responsible for removal of the animal shall 

serve notice upon the owner of the animal, if 

possible, and shall also post prominently a 

notice to the owner or custodian to inform 

such person that the animal has been seized. 

Such process and notice shall contain a 

description of the animal seized, the date 

seized, the name of the law enforcement 

agency seizing the animal, the name of the 

temporary custodian, if known at the time, and 

shall be signed by the court issuing the order. 

seized by us and charges brought against the 

owners. We work with local law enforcement 

agencies and national animal welfare agencies 

such as the Humane Society of the United 

States to remove animals from unhealthy, 

neglectful conditions, such as puppy mills and 

animal hoarding. 

 

http://www.msarl.org/?page_id=44 

 

 

spay and neuter and adoptive services. 

 

Depends if it is enforcing animal cruelty 

laws through the local police department 

or if it is a non-profit organization.  

Missouri Missouri has a task force under the Humane 

Society of Missouri.  The Animal Cruelty Task 

Force (ACT) has ten professional animal 

cruelty investigators to work with local law 

enforcement to remove animals if the situation 

does not improve.  The ACT investigators are 

a safety net if the area has little or no local 

animal care/control.  They have  also been 

designated as the lead animal welfare 

organization to respond to emergencies and 

disasters in Missouri.  Humane Society of 

Missouri, Animal Cruelty Task Force available 

at http://www.hsmo.org/animal-rescue/animal-

cruelty-task-force.html (last visited Feb. 12, 

2015).   

  

Montana The city or town council has power /to prohibit 

and punish cruelty to animals. 

Knowingly or negligently subjects an animal 

to mistreatment or neglect. 

 

Montana sets up General Welfare hearings 

after an animal is seized. 

 

 

Appears to come out of the town budget. 

 

If convicted, owner must pay for 

veterinary care, but does not require 

defendant to pay for room and board. Up 

to courts discretion. 

Nebraska Sheriff, a police officer, Nebraska State Patrol Investigation; arrest; seizure of property; 

treatment of animal as contraband; court may 

order animal to licensed shelter, limit resale 

Convicted pays all care expenses to 

public or private agency 

http://www.msarl.org/?page_id=44
http://www.hsmo.org/animal-rescue/animal-cruelty-task-force.html
http://www.hsmo.org/animal-rescue/animal-cruelty-task-force.html


Nevada Nevada empowers some societies to have 

arrest powers in animal cruelty investigations. 

There are certain criteria for societies: has at 

least 25 members and has been incorporated 

for “not less than 5 years immediately 

preceding the submission of the application.”  

NEV. REV. STAT. ANN. § 574.040 (West 2003). 

Law enforcement agencies and animal control 

agencies enforce cruelty statutes. See Bills 

Toughen Law for Cruelty Offenses (Feb. 28, 

2013) NEV. MEDIA ALLIANCE, 

http://nevadamediaalliance.org/2013/02/28/bill

s-toughen-law-for-animal-cruelty-offenses/.  

Any society that is allowed under § 574.040 

and is approved by the district judge of the 

county and sworn in as peace officers have 

arrest powers and can conduct investigations 

into animal cruelty reports. NEV. REV. STAT. 

ANN. § 574.040 (West 2003). “Cooney’s 

Law” was passed in June 2011 and makes it 

“a felony, rather than a misdemeanor, to 

willfully inflict unjustifiable physical pain, 

suffering, or death on an animal.” Scot 

Jenkins, Bills Toughen Law for Cruelty 

Offenses (Feb. 28, 2013) NEV. MEDIA 

ALLIANCE, 

http://nevadamediaalliance.org/2013/02/28/bil

ls-toughen-law-for-animal-cruelty-offenses/. 

When a peace officer or officer of a society 

for the prevention of cruelty to animals who is 

authorized under § 574.040  

“shall, upon discovering any animal which is 

being treated cruelly, take possession of it and 

provide it with shelter and care or, upon 

obtaining written permission from the owner 

of the animal, may destroy it in a humane 

manner.”  NEV. REV. STAT. ANN. § 574.055 

(West 2003). 

Funding depends on the society. Since a 

society for the prevention of cruelty to 

animals can be sworn in as being 

authorized to arrest and investigate 

cruelty reports the funding depends on 

the society. Most animal societies depend 

on donations and fundraising to fund 

their efforts.  

New 

Hampshire 

The shelters in the state handle most cruelty 

cases.   

Each shelter has a service area for cruelty.  

There is no statewide tracking system.   

No funding though there have been a few 

cases where shelters have received 

reimbursements from towns or from the 

defendant once he is convicted.  They do 

have a contract fee with the town which 

covers any work done for the town.   

New Jersey New Jersey has a state SPCA and county 

SPCA chapters who enforce animal cruelty 

laws 

. Reporting Animal Cruelty, ANIMAL PROT. 

LEAGUE OF N.J., http://www.aplnj.org/Animal-

Cruelty.php (last visited Feb. 6, 2015). 

Usually, a report of cruelty is sent to the 

NJSPCA. Anonymous tips can be submitted 

by calling “Crime Stoppers”, online at 

www.crimestoppershunterdon.com, texting 

HCTIPS to 274637, or through the 

“Tipsubmit” mobile app. Nick, Arrest in 

Animal Cruelty Case, NJSPCA (Sept. 1, 

2014), http://njspca.org/arrest-in-animal-

cruelty-case.htm. Once the tip comes in, 

NJSPCA begins an investigation and enforces 

NJSPCA is funded “solely by donations, 

bequests and fines levied.” The 

organization does not receive any 

government funding or tax dollars. Our 

Mission, NJSPCA, http://njspca.org/ (last 

visited Feb. 6, 2015). 



the statutes. If an investigation turns into a 

real case of animal cruelty it can be 

prosecuted by the county or state. Id. 

New Mexico Each municipality and county gets one animal 

control officer deputized to enforce animal 

cruelty laws. 

 

No statewide body of enforcement. 

New Mexico has some of the worst cruelty 

laws in the country. Low standards and 

requirements make reporting animal cruelty 

difficult. “New Mexico Investigates Cruelty” 

comprised an outline for police officers to 

help them better understand and enforce 

animal cruelty.  

 

Generally law enforcement act on tips they 

receive and move forward. 

 

There is a statewide phone number that can be 

used to report instances of animal abuse. 

Appears to be a salaried position.  

 

Training is not covered, but nonprofits 

have donated funds to get officers 

certified in animal cruelty training. 

Animal Protection of New Mexico is a 

nonprofit organization that receives the 

majority of its funding (62%) from 

grants. 

(apnm.org/about/fiscal 

responsibilities) 

 

Defendants pay the cost of care for 

animals, but only if convicted.  

New York “A constable or police officer must, and any 

agent or officer of any duly incorporated 

society for the prevention of cruelty to animals 

may issue an appearance ticket pursuant to 

section 150.20 of the criminal procedure law, 

summon or arrest, and bring before a court or 

magistrate having jurisdiction, any person 

offending against any of the provisions of 

article twenty-six of the agriculture and 

markets law. Any officer or agent of any of 

said societies may lawfully interfere to prevent 

the perpetration of any act of cruelty upon any 

animal in his presence. Any of said societies 

may prefer a complaint before any court, 

tribunal or magistrate having jurisdiction, for 

the violation of any law relating to or affecting 

animals and may aid in presenting the law and 

facts before such court, tribunal or magistrate 

in any proceeding taken.” N.Y. CLS AGR. & 

M. § 371. Police officers generally; the 

ASPCA Humane Law Enforcement Division 

is the part of the ASPCA that enforces and 

investigates animal cruelty related issues. 

Animal Cruelty and Domestic Violence, N.Y. 

Reported to Humane Law Enforcement, and 

they investigate according to the cities that 

they are in. Humane Law Enforcement, SPCA 

OF WESTCHESTER, 

http://www.spca914.org/cruel.htm (last 

visited Fed. 6, 2015). 

SPCA is mostly or wholly funded with 

donations. Humane Law Enforcement, 

SPCA OF WESTCHESTER, 

http://www.spca914.org/cruel.htm (last 

visited Fed. 6, 2015); Law Enforcement 

Donation Form, LOLLYPOP FARM, 

http://www.lollypop.org/site/c.clKUI9O

QIoJcH/b.8716995/k.59E4/Law_Enforce

ment_Donations.htm#.VNTg-53F-xU 

(last visited Feb. 6, 2015). 



ST. OFF. FOR THE PREVENTION OF DOMESTIC 

VIOLENCE, 

http://www.opdv.state.ny.us/whatisdv/dvanima

lcrlty.pdf (last visited Feb. 6, 2015). “Peace 

Officers” of the Humane Law Enforcement 

Division have full police power to enforce all 

laws relating to animal cruelty. Humane Law 

Enforcement, SPCA of Westchester, 

http://www.spca914.org/cruel.htm (last visited 

Fed. 6, 2015). 

North Carolina § 19A-14. Enforcement of Article  

 

Law-enforcement officers of the Wildlife 

Resources Commission and all other peace 

officers are authorized and empowered to 

enforce the provisions of this Article. 

 

 

§ 19A-45. Appointment of animal cruelty 

investigators; term of office; removal; badge; 

oath; bond  

 

 (a) The board of county commissioners is 

authorized to appoint one or more animal 

cruelty investigators to serve without any 

compensation or other employee benefits in 

his county. In making these appointments, the 

board may consider persons nominated by any 

society incorporated under North Carolina 

law for the prevention of cruelty to animals. 

Prior to making any such appointment, the 

board of county commissioners is authorized 

to enter into an agreement whereby any 

necessary expenses of caring for seized 

animals not collectable pursuant to G.S. 19A-

47 may be paid by the animal cruelty 

investigator or by any society incorporated 

under North Carolina law for the prevention 

of cruelty to animals that is willing to bear 

such expense.  

 

 (b) Animal cruelty investigators shall serve a 

one-year term subject to removal for cause by 

the board of county commissioners. Animal 

cruelty investigators shall, while in the 

performance of their official duties, wear in 

plain view a badge of a design approved by 

the board identifying them as animal cruelty 

investigators, and provided at no cost to the 

Local governments have the authority to 

require pet owners to pay an annual 

license tax (G.S. 153A-153; 160A-212) 

Some local governments have managed 

to generate significant income streams 

from these taxes. For example New 

Hanover County generated almost 

$700,000 in fiscal year 2004-2005 which 

exceeded the budget for animal services 

in the county by over $100,000.  

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&

q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&ved=0

CCYQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fww

w.sog.unc.edu%2Fpubs%2Fcmg%2Fcm

g35.pdf&ei=NIXbVLnII5CcyASf94AQ

&usg=AFQjCNEohzn65zfrrVKeUuPfH

LQVqwO2FQ 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&ved=0CCYQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sog.unc.edu%2Fpubs%2Fcmg%2Fcmg35.pdf&ei=NIXbVLnII5CcyASf94AQ&usg=AFQjCNEohzn65zfrrVKeUuPfHLQVqwO2FQ
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&ved=0CCYQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sog.unc.edu%2Fpubs%2Fcmg%2Fcmg35.pdf&ei=NIXbVLnII5CcyASf94AQ&usg=AFQjCNEohzn65zfrrVKeUuPfHLQVqwO2FQ
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&ved=0CCYQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sog.unc.edu%2Fpubs%2Fcmg%2Fcmg35.pdf&ei=NIXbVLnII5CcyASf94AQ&usg=AFQjCNEohzn65zfrrVKeUuPfHLQVqwO2FQ
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&ved=0CCYQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sog.unc.edu%2Fpubs%2Fcmg%2Fcmg35.pdf&ei=NIXbVLnII5CcyASf94AQ&usg=AFQjCNEohzn65zfrrVKeUuPfHLQVqwO2FQ
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&ved=0CCYQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sog.unc.edu%2Fpubs%2Fcmg%2Fcmg35.pdf&ei=NIXbVLnII5CcyASf94AQ&usg=AFQjCNEohzn65zfrrVKeUuPfHLQVqwO2FQ
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&ved=0CCYQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sog.unc.edu%2Fpubs%2Fcmg%2Fcmg35.pdf&ei=NIXbVLnII5CcyASf94AQ&usg=AFQjCNEohzn65zfrrVKeUuPfHLQVqwO2FQ
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&ved=0CCYQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sog.unc.edu%2Fpubs%2Fcmg%2Fcmg35.pdf&ei=NIXbVLnII5CcyASf94AQ&usg=AFQjCNEohzn65zfrrVKeUuPfHLQVqwO2FQ


county.  

 

 (c) Animal cruelty investigators shall take 

and subscribe the oath of office required of 

public officials. The oath shall be filed with 

the clerk of superior court. Animal cruelty 

investigators shall not be required to post any 

bond.  

 

 (d) Upon approval by the board of county 

commissioners, the animal cruelty 

investigator or investigators may be 

reimbursed for all necessary and actual 

expenses, to be paid by the county. 

North Dakota  Police officer Officer petitions court for seizure order which 

does not require notice; in order for seizure, 

court may direct humane death by  a 

veterinarian  

 

Convicted owner pays for costs of 

seizure; lien or sale of animal with excess 

payment deposited in general  fund 

Ohio Under Ohio Rev. Code § 1717.05-12, Ohio 

law establishes an extensive law for 

establishment of county humane societies.  

Any county may organize a humane society, of 

no less than seven people,.  Ohio Rev. Code § 

1717.05.  The county society may appoint 

agents. Id., at § 1717.06.  Ohio statute also 

mandates a Ohio humane society whose 

purpose is to enforce the laws.  Id., at § 

1717.02.  The county society may become a 

branch of the Ohio Humane Society. Id, at § 

171.03.  Where there is no county society, the 

Ohio humane society may appoint agents.  

These, either county or humane society, agents 

may arrest any person found violating any 

cruelty laws. Id., at § 1717.04.   

A member of the humane society or the 

county humane society may require the sheriff 

of any county or any agent to arrest any 

person found violating the cruelty laws and 

take possession of the animals and deliver the 

animals to the officers of the society.  Ohio 

Rev. Code § 1717.09.      

The agents are paid monthly from the 

general revenue fund of the municipal 

corporation.  Ohio Rev. Code § 1717.06. 

The board of county commissioners may 

make a yearly appropriation to the 

county humane society from the general 

fund of the county that is deemed 

reasonable. Id., at § 1717.15.   These 

funds are to supplement any gifts, funds 

received from the dog and kennel fund 

and other funds received by the society. 

Id. The humane society or its agent may 

employ an attorney to prosecute violation 

of cruelty.  The attorneys shall be paid 

out of the county treasury in an amount 

just and reasonable by the board of 

county commissioners of that county. Id., 

§ 2931.18.   

Oklahoma Veterinarian reports; abandoned animals: Any 

peace officer, animal control officer, or agent 

or officer of the Society for the Prevention of 

Cruelty to Animals or of any humane society 

Impound; may destroy animal Lien on animal as property 



duly incorporated for the purpose of the 

prevention of cruelty to animals 

Oregon No statewide organization. 

 

Humane Officers, Law Enforcement, Animal 

Care and Control can enforce animal cruelty 

laws. 

 

Humane Officers are held within the definition 

of “Peace Officers” 

Oregon has some of the strictest laws 

regarding animal cruelty.  

 

Non-animal service agencies and 

veterinarians are required to report alleged 

cruelty.  

Officers act on these tips and conduct 

investigations. 

Law Enforcement and Animal Care and 

Control are funded by their departments. 

 

 Offenders are required to pay for the 

animal’s care.  

Pennsylvania Under Pennsylvania law, “an agent of any 

society or association for the prevention of 

cruelty to animals, incorporated under the laws 

of the Commonwealth, shall have the powers 

to initiate criminal proceedings provided for 

police officers by the Pennsylvania Rules of 

Criminal Procedures. An agent of any society 

or association for the prevention of cruelty for 

animals . . . shall have standing to request any 

court of compete jurisdiction to enjoin any 

violation of this section.” 18 PA. CONS. STAT. 

ANN. § 5511(i) (West 2014). Agents of these 

non-profit organizations may obtain search 

warrants and injunctions; they may also “seize 

animals or obtain their forfeiture for 

surrender” Pennsylvania’s Problems in 

Enforcing Animal Cruelty Laws, ANIMAL L. 

COAL. (Dec. 27, 2010) 

https://animallawcoalition.com/pennsylvanias-

problems-in-enforcing-animal-cruelty-laws/.  

The non-profits’ humane “police officers” 

must undergo training to meet qualifications. 

Pennsylvania’s Problems in Enforcing Animal 

Cruelty Laws, ANIMAL L. COAL. (Dec. 27, 

2010) 

https://animallawcoalition.com/pennsylvanias

-problems-in-enforcing-animal-cruelty-laws/. 

The trainings are not state funded so the 

burden for the training, officer’s salary and 

benefits, prosecutions or the care of seized or 

surrendered animals “falls almost entirely on 

the non-profits.” Id. In order to start an 

investigation, there is usually a report or 

phone call from a citizen to the Pennsylvania 

SPCA. Humane Law Enforcement, 

PENNSYLVANIA SPCA, 

http://www.pspca.org/humane-law-

enforcement-and-litigation/cruelty-

prevention/ (last visited Feb. 7, 2015). An 

investigation may ensue and then if there is a 

case, the non-profit is responsible for 

litigation. 

Like other branches of the SPCA, the 

Pennsylvania SPCA is run mostly by 

donations. The high cost of “police” 

training and sheltering seized or 

surrendered animals requires the non-

profit to accept donations from members 

and other people. Donate Now, 

PENNSYLVANIA SPCA, 

http://www.pspca.org/support-us/donate/ 

(last visited Feb. 7, 2015). 

Rhode Island The humane agent has the same authority as 

any police officers in the state, but strictly to 

acts of animal cruelty.  Police officers also 

investigate their own animal cruelty 

complaints.  It depends on where it is first 

started.   

Receive a complaint through phone, email or 

other agencies.  Agent will respond, conduct a 

full investigation and then determine if full 

criminal charges are needed.  Then, will work 

with police department.   

Funding is through the humane society, 

out of their budget.   

South 

Carolina  

SECTION 47-1-130. Arrest by law 

enforcement officers for violation of laws 

prohibiting cruelty to animals. 

List of organizations in SC: 

http://www.sciway.net/org/upstate-sc-animal-

rescue.html 

 

47-1-160. Disposition of fines.  

 All fines collected for violations of this 

http://www.sciway.net/org/upstate-sc-animal-rescue.html
http://www.sciway.net/org/upstate-sc-animal-rescue.html


 

 (A) Any person violating the laws in relation 

to cruelty to animals may be arrested by a law 

enforcement officer and held, without warrant, 

in the same manner as in the case of persons 

found breaking the peace. 

 

 (B) The South Carolina Society for the 

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, or other 

organizations organized for the same purpose, 

may not make an arrest for a violation of the 

laws in relation to cruelty to animals. 

 

47-1-150. Issuance of search warrant; purpose 

of section; motions regarding custody of 

animal; notice; care, disposal of, or return of 

animal. 

(A) When complaint is made on oath or 

affirmation to any magistrate authorized to 

issue warrants in criminal cases that the 

complainant believes and has reasonable cause 

to believe that the laws in relation to cruelty to 

animals have been or are being violated in any 

particular building or place, such magistrate, if 

satisfied that there is reasonable cause for such 

belief, shall issue a search warrant authorizing 

any sheriff, deputy sheriff, deputy state 

constable, constable or police officer to search 

such building or place; but no search shall be 

made after sunset, unless specially authorized 

by the magistrate upon satisfactory cause 

shown. If an animal is seized pursuant to this 

section and the South Carolina Society for the 

Prevention of Cruelty of Animals, or other 

society incorporated for that purpose is 

involved with the seizure, the animal may be 

held pending criminal disposition of the case 

at a facility maintained or contracted by that 

agency. 

 

 

For example: 

 

The City of Columbia has an animal services 

division which is funded by the city as 

evidenced by the city’s annual budget. The 

animal control services advises citizens to 

Report Abuse: 

 

If you know of any animal in need, even if it 

seems minor, please do not hesitate to call. 

Often a situation can be corrected simply by 

educating the owner. Other times it is dire and 

it is in the best interest to remove the animal 

 

http://www.columbiasc.net/budget-

office/current-prior-budgets 

 

chapter must be distributed as follows:  

 

(1) If the trial court finds that there was a 

nonprofit animal humane organization in 

the municipality or county materially 

involved in or aiding in the prosecution 

of the violation, one-half of the fine must 

be distributed to the nonprofit animal 

humane organization and the remaining 

one-half must be distributed as is 

otherwise provided by law.  

 

(2) If there is no finding of material 

involvement or aiding in the prosecution 

of the violation by a nonprofit animal 

humane organization, the fine must be 

distributed as is provided by law." 

South Dakota Any law enforcement officer, agent of the 

board, or agent or officer of any humane 

Impound; enforcement personnel have broad 

powers to compel statements; dogfighting 

Impounded animal owner 

http://www.columbiasc.net/budget-office/current-prior-budgets
http://www.columbiasc.net/budget-office/current-prior-budgets


society; The board, any peace officer, or any 

agent or officer of a humane society may enter 

and inspect any premises; different 

enforcement for livestock, dog locked in car; 

dogfighting; commercial breeder 

arrest, seizure of paraphernalia , destruction of 

animal as contraband; dog in car reasonable 

force; breeder bring vet;  

Tennessee  The agents of any society which is 

incorporated for the prevention of cruelty to 

animals may make arrests and bring violators 

to the court in the county.  Tenn. Code Ann. § 

39-120(a) (West).   

In a case where an animal is injured, diseased, 

suffering from the elements, or malnourished, 

an agent of any humane society charted by the 

state may allow vet treatment, shelter, or feed 

to the animal.  Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-14-207 

(West).   

The humane society may have a right of 

action against the owner of the animal for 

all necessary and reasonable expenses 

that have been incurred.  Any right of 

action by the society may be voided if an 

owner forfeits the animal to the society 

rather than pay for the goods and 

services.  Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-14-207 

(West).  All fines, penalties and 

forfeitures collected shall be given to the 

humane society to help them care for the 

animal. Id., § 39-1-210(d).   

Texas Peace officer; animal control officer  Officer petitions for warrant to seize; court 

date within 10 days 

Abuser pays costs 

Utah Local Law Enforcement. 

 

Utah has had a bill repealed that allowed for 

Humane Societies to deputize an officer. There 

is currently one investigator for the State of 

Utah from the Humane Society. 

Authorities or humane societies are contacted 

about potential abuse. The agency will then 

conduct an investigation and  

Funded by their departments. 

 

The court may require the defendant to 

pay for the reasonable cost and care if 

convicted, but it is not required. 

 

If the animal is seized, a lien is placed on 

him/her until the reasonable costs of care 

has been paid.  

Virginia  

§ 3.2-6567. Enforcement authority: 

 

All law-enforcement officers in the 

Commonwealth and State Veterinarian's 

representatives shall enforce the provisions of 

this chapter to the same extent other laws in 

the Commonwealth are enforced. 

 

 

§ 3.2-6555. Position of animal control officer 

created: 

 

The governing body of each county or city 

shall, or each town may, employ an officer to 

be known as the animal control officer who 

shall have the power to enforce this chapter, 

all ordinances enacted pursuant to this chapter 

and all laws for the protection of domestic 

animals. 

 

Any locality where an animal control officer 

or deputy animal control officers have been 

§ 3.2-6555. Position of animal control 

officer created: 

 

The animal control officer and the deputy 

animal control officers shall be paid as 

the governing body of each locality shall 

prescribe. 

 

 

The humane investigator is also paid by 

the locality of which he/she is appointed 

to.  



employed may contract with one or more 

additional localities for enforcement of animal 

protection and control laws by the animal 

control officers or deputy animal control 

officers. Any such contract may provide that 

the locality employing the animal control 

officer or deputy animal control officers shall 

be reimbursed a portion of the salary and 

expenses of the animal control officer or 

deputy animal control officers. 

 

§ 3.2-6559. Powers and duties of humane 

investigators 

 

A. Any humane investigator may, within the 

locality where he has been appointed, 

investigate violations of laws and ordinances 

regarding care and treatment of animals and 

disposal of dead animals. 

§3.2-6558.Humane investigators; 

qualifications; appointment; term 

 

 

Washington Law enforcement agencies and animal care 

and control agencies may enforce the cruelty 

laws. Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 16.52.015 

(West).  The animal control officers have the 

power to issue citations, the power to cause a 

law enforcement officer to arrest and take into 

custody animal abusers. Id., at § 16.52.015 

(3)(a-d).  Each county may also give these 

powers to one or more qualified humane 

societies  for up to three years. Id., at 

16.52.020  

Trustees of humane societies  may appoint 

society members to act as animal control 

officers 

There is no information in the state 

statutes that informs how the societies 

are funded.   

Washington 

D.C. 

The Washington Humane Society’s Law 

Enforcement Department investigates animal 

cruelty crimes. Humane Law Enforcement, 

WASH. HUMANE SOC’Y, 

http://support.washhumane.org/site/PageServe

r?pagename=fightcruelty_hle (last visited Feb. 

7, 2015). The Enforcement Department has 

When a report comes in to the Humane Law 

Enforcement Department, officers investigate 

the call.  Humane Law Enforcement, WASH. 

HUMANE SOC’Y, 

http://support.washhumane.org/site/PageServe

r?pagename=fightcruelty_hle (last visited 

Feb. 7, 2015). Then the organization can try 

Donations are the main source of funding 

for the Washington Humane Law 

Society. They also have “several 

permanent endowments” and the income 

from the endowments is used for animal 

programs. Funds and Programs, WASH. 

HUMANE SOC’Y, 



four full-time officers and they respond to 

calls 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Id. Under 

Washington D.C. law “A human officer of the 

Washington Humane Society may take 

possession of any animal to protect it from 

neglect or cruelty.”  D.C. CODE § 22-1004(b) 

(West 2008). 

to find them an adoptive family. Id. The 

Washington Humane Society also has a 

“Justice Fund” which gives rewards for 

information leading to the arrest and 

conviction of animal abusers. Id. 

http://support.washhumane.org/site/Page

Server?pagename=support_donate_funds

programs (last visited Feb. 7, 2015). 

Wisconsin The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, 

Trade and Consumer Protection controls 

animal cruelty cases.  Wis. Stat. Ann.  § 

173.01.   The department has specific 

mandates how the training of humane law 

enforcement officers should take place, how 

often, and what should be taught. Id.  The 

humane officer has jurisdiction in his own 

town, city, village.  Id., at §173.0.   

The duty of the humane officer is to enforce 

the animal cruelty laws, investigate violations 

of statutes and ordinances, seek subpoenas, 

issues citations.  Wis. Stat. Ann. § 173.07(1-

4).  Unless the officer is a law enforcement 

officer, a humane officer may not execute a 

search warrant, carry firearms, stop or arrest 

persons. Id., at (5)(a)-(c).   If there is a 

complaint, and the court is satisfied that there 

is probable cause, a search warrant will be 

issued and the officer may proceed 

immediately to the location of the violation 

with a vet. Id., at § 173.10.   

The court shall require a criminal 

violator to pay restitution to a person, 

including local humane officer or society 

or municipal pound or law enforcement 

officer or warden.  Wis. Stat. Ann. 951. § 

173.24.  Otherwise, there is no other 

information concerning funding.   

West Virginia West Virginia does not give humane societies 

full police powers. Cari Rincker, 5 State 

Approaches for Using Animal Society to 

Enforce Cruelty Statutes, RINCKER LAW PLLC 

(June 6, 2012) http://rinckerlaw.com/5-state-

approaches-for-using-animal-societies-to-

enforce-animal-cruelty-statutes/. The county 

sheriff annually designates one deputy as a 

humane officer of the county or the county dog 

warden may be designated as the or an 

additional humane officer.  W. VA. CODE ANN. 

§ 7-10-1 (West 2014). In West Virginia, “Any 

person designated to act as a humane officer 

and all peace officers designated by law as a 

humane officer or an additional humane 

officer shall investigate all complaints made to 

him or her of cruel or inhumane treatment of 

animals within the county and he or she shall 

personally see that the law relating to the 

prevention of cruelty to animals is enforced.” 

Id. 

It is the duty of humane officers to “prevent 

the perpetration or continuance of any act of 

cruelty upon any animal and to investigate.” 

W. VA. CODE ANN. § 7-10-2 (West 2014). If 

there is probable cause to arrest then the 

officer must arrest and assist in the 

prosecution of “any person engaging in such 

cruel and forbidden practices.” Id. “Any 

person convicted of a violation of this section 

forfeits his or her interest in any animal and 

all interest in the animal vests in the humane 

society or county pound of the county in 

which the conviction was rendered and the 

person is, in addition to any fine imposed, 

liable for any costs incurred or to be incurred 

by the humane society or county pound as a 

result.” W. VA. CODE ANN. § 61-8-19(d) 

(West 2008). 

As the enforcement officers are deputies 

in the Sheriff’s department, they are 

funded the same way the county sheriff’s 

department is funded. 



 

Wyoming No statewide organization. 

 

Local Law Enforcement or Animal Control. 

From what I gathered it seems that towns or 

municipalities take care of this. For Instance; 

The City of Jackson enforces animal cruelty 

laws through their humane society officers, 

But the City of Casper does so through law 

enforcement officers. 

 

Peace Officer, Law Enforcement, or Livestock 

board is allowed to legally step in to prevent 

continued Livestock abuse. 

Officers receive a tip and investigate the 

situation. 

 

Wyoming recently amended their animal 

cruelty laws to incorporate “Cruelty to 

Household Pet Animals Protection Fund”.  

Funded by their departments.  

 

Court may require convicted defendants 

to pay for the reasonable cost of care. 

 

The Cruelty to Household Pet Animals 

Protection Fund establishes a account to 

reimburse law enforcement agencies in 

caring for abused pets. The account 

generates funds by having the offender 

pay 

    

    

    


